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Dear Rob 
 
 
TREE HEALTH UPDATE 
 

I am writing to give the committee an update on tree health developments following your 
letter of 6 June 2014. 
 
Chalara dieback of ash 
 
My letters to you in April and August last year set out the position in relation to the Chalara 
Action Plan (Scotland). That Plan is currently being reviewed by the Scottish Tree Health 
Advisory Group but we expect to continue focusing our surveillance and statutory actions in 
the Sheltered and Buffer areas to help slow the arrival and spread of Chalara in those areas.  
We are also refining Scotland-specific guidance on learning to live with ash dieback in native 
woodlands and are looking to develop a seed-bank protocol for ash and other trees.  
Determining long term resistance to Chalara among the ash population is a further, but 
longer-term aim, and we intend developing a protocol for such work during the course of the 
year.  
 
The position in Scotland is currently 119 confirmed infections (3 nurseries, 95 recent planting 
sites and 21 wider environment sites). These figures will underestimate the full extent of 
infection as FCS surveillance has focused primarily on the Sheltered and Buffer areas and it 
is very difficult to spot early stage symptoms in mature trees. Conversely, this year’s 
particularly late and differential ‘flushing’ of ash has often been wrongly attributed to Chalara 
dieback, as was prolific seed production in 2013.  
 
The UK’s position on Protected Zone status (in whole or part) is subject to further 
consideration and is unlikely to be confirmed until later this year. In the meantime, the 
prohibition on the movement of ash plants for planting remains in place.  
 



Taigh Naomh Anndrais,  Rathad Regent, Dùn Èideann  EH1 3DG 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.scotland.gov.uk 
  

 

Dothistroma needle blight (DNB) on pine 
 
Summarised results from annual DNB surveys on the national forest estate between 2006 
and 2013 indicate that, in the areas surveyed, DNB was present in 71% of Corsican pine 
stands, 26% of lodgepole pine stands and 21% of Scots pine stands. Although widely 
distributed in Scotland DNB’s impact is still highly variable and its future ‘behaviour’ is 
unpredictable. 
 
Given the potential threat of DNB to our native pinewoods, especially Caledonian 
pinewoods, FCS and SNH have embarked on a two-year survey programme to identify those 
Caledonian Pinewood Inventory sites in which DNB is present. 17 of the 32 sites visited in 
2013 were found to have the disease present and the remaining 52 sites are being surveyed 
this year. Initial indications suggest that DNB is not yet having a major impact on the health 
of our Caledonian pinewoods but its presence is, nevertheless, of concern and I have asked 
that the situation will continue to be monitored over the coming years. 
 
As part of a 3-year permission from the Chemical Regulations Directorate, a small scale (5 
hectare) aerial application trial of a copper fungicide took place on the national forest estate 
in July 2013 within the 1,000 hectare Monaughty forest near Elgin. I am pleased that initial 
results from Forest Research’s monitoring work have not indicated any significant issues in 
relation to soil, water, flora and fauna. Accordingly, a larger (14 hectare) trial site has been 
identified in the 2,500 hectare Millbuie forest on the Black Isle for the 2014 season. 
Unfortunately weather and logistical constraints have prevented the application from taking 
place. 
 
However, chemical treatments are part of a range of options being explored to support the 
forestry sector. Forest Research and Forestry Commission Scotland have prepared a draft 
‘toolbox’ of potential measures to help manage DNB and this is currently being reviewed by 
the Scottish Tree Health Advisory Group. It represents a significant step towards learning to 
live with and adapt to tree health diseases such as Dothistroma.  
 
Phytophthora ramorum on larch 
 
Aerial surveillance in May, June and early July 2014 suggests there has not been a repeat of 
the large scale expansion of the disease seen in Galloway last year. However, this needs to 
be treated with caution as there can be a lag between infection and the appearance of 
obvious visual symptoms. In addition, dieback of individual shoots on larch trees has been 
reported throughout Scotland this spring, the cause of which has yet to be fully confirmed, 
but is not thought to be Ramorum. 
 
As reported last year to the RACCE, Statutory Plant Health Notices (SPHNs) requiring the 
felling of infected larch stands by specified dates are no longer being issued within what was 
formerly known as the Galloway ‘red zone’, the main driver now being logistical, marketing 
and environmental considerations.  
 
To help support these issues, The Plant Health (Forestry) (Phytophthora ramorum 
Management Zone) (Scotland) Order 2014 came in to effect on 5 June 2014 and applies to 
the main Galloway outbreak area (formerly known as the ‘red zone’). It eases controls on the 
movement of susceptible larch material which stays entirely within the ‘Management Zone’, 
this providing a significant easing of the current administrative burden on many local growers 
and timber users.  Any susceptible larch material being moved outside the Management 
Zone can only be sent to a facility approved by the Forestry Commission. 
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Strengthened statutory measures for dealing with larch infections are continuing to be 
implemented outside the new Management Zone. 
 
Phytophthora austrocedrae on juniper 

P. austrocedrae was first ‘described’ in 2007, although it is thought to have been present in 
Argentina and Chile for at least 50 years and in GB for perhaps 20 years. It infects plants 
mainly through the root system, subsequently causing dieback which can then lead to death. 
Although its host plants in the UK include Lawson, Nootka and Sawara cypress, the primary 
concern is its impact on UK juniper populations,  as 80% of Britain’s surviving juniper 
population is in Scotland.  

In 2011 P. austrocedrae was confirmed in juniper bushes in the Upper Teesdale National 
Nature Reserve in England and, shortly afterwards, in the Glenartney Juniper Wood SSSI in 
Perthshire. Subsequent reports confirmed a handful of other cases in Scotland, with 
statutory action taken to destroy infected plants in garden/nursery situations and to contain it 
when found in the wider environment.  

Following last year’s public consultation on a P. austrocedrae Pest Risk Assessment, the 
agreed GB stance was to continue to adopt a statutory containment strategy in the wider 
environment pending further information about the distribution of the pathogen.  
 
During 2013, FCS published initial guidance on how to reduce the risk of further spread of P. 
austrocedrae when planting juniper, this also including biosecurity advice for those visiting 
juniper sites.  
 
FCS’s aerial surveillance work in 2013, revealed over 100 new ‘suspicious’ juniper sites and, 
following site visits, over 60 new infections have now been confirmed. This takes the total 
number of known infected sites in Scotland to 69, most of which are on open ground in the 
north and east.  The UK Plant Health Risk Group has therefore agreed to review the Pest 
Risk Assessment, any changes to which will be subject to further consultation.  
 
Pine tree lappet moth (Dendrolimus pini) 
 
The pine tree lappet moth (Ptlm) has a wide geographic range in Europe. In some countries, 
mainly in parts of Poland and Germany, its caterpillars have been a very serious, periodic 
pest of (mainly) pine trees over extremely large areas. Elsewhere it is not generally regarded 
as a significant tree pest.  
 
In Scotland, male moths were first found near Kiltarlity (west of Inverness) in 2004 but not 
brought to the Forestry Commission’s attention until 2008, at which time an Outbreak 
Management Team was formed and Forest Research commenced a monitoring regime. 
Following subsequent confirmation of a breeding population, statutory controls on timber 
movement were introduced in 2010 to reduce the risk of long-distance spread of this moth.   
 
Since 2008, monitoring of the Ptlm population has continued. To-date, Ptlm population levels 
have remained extremely low and nowhere near the levels known to cause forest damage in 
Europe. However, as Scotland’s pine resource is already under threat from a number of 
other pests and diseases, a precautionary approach is prudent. Accordingly, a new 
surveillance and containment strategy is now being implemented.  
 
The moth generally has a two year life cycle, so any major population build-up will be flagged 
well in advance, giving the Forestry Commission and its partners the opportunity to act 
quickly to prevent mass outbreaks in the unlikely event that such action is required.  
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Wood packaging material 
 
Turkish wood packaging material that did not comply with the requirements of the 
International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (No 15) was intercepted at 
Grangemeouth and Bo’ness docks by FC GB Plant Health Inspectors in March 2014.  This 
material was associated with steel imports required for the Beauly-Denny powerline project. 
A dead Ips sexdentatus (a bark beetle of pine) was found as well as a number of live (non-
pest) insects. The former represents a potential threat to Scotland’s west coast Pest Free 
Area status and hence is of concern to timber growers as loss of that status would prevent 
export of wood to Ireland.  
 
I am pleased that through a well-coordinated effort between the Scottish Government and 
the private companies, the subsequent remedial action taken by the shipping agents, 
importers and contracting companies has been commendable, with all non-compliant 
material being destroyed by burning or deep burial in licensed facilities.  
 
Scottish Tree Health Advisory Group 
 
The Scottish Tree Health Advisory Group (STHAG) has met 7 times since its inception in 
January 2013. To focus its work still further, the STHAG now consists of a Steering Group, 
supported by three Working Groups (Plant Production; Sustainable Forest Management; and 
Wood Use & Processing). The Working Groups provide a forum for stakeholders to discuss 
developments in tree health in Scotland and will give technical advice to the Steering Group 
on existing and potential pests/pathogens.  
 
For the Committee’s information, details of some recent UK wide developments.  
 

 A UK Chief Plant Health Officer was appointed in April 2014 – Professor Nicola Spence. 
 

 A UK Plant Health Risk Register was published in January 2014 and is being reviewed 
monthly by the UK Plant Health Risk Management Group, on which the Scottish 
Government is represented. 
www.fera.defra.gov.uk/plants/plantHealth/pestsDiseases/riskRegister.cfm 

 

 With full support from the devolved administrations, a GB Plant Health Strategy was 
published in April 2014. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/307355/pb1
4168-plant-health-strategy.pdf. 

 

I hope this information is of use to the Committee.  
 
Kindest regards 
 

 
 
PAUL WHEELHOUSE 
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